PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL and PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL
CONSTITUTION
OF

Our Lady of Peace Parish

Regina, Saskatchewan

September 1, 2025

ARTICLE Y

Our Parish Mission Statement:
“ Through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we endeavor to build this community of Our
Lady of Peace to a viable Christian Catholic Family, to which all are welcome”

PREAMBLE

This constitution is subject to the terms and provisions, where applicable, of The Act to
Incorporate the Roman Catholic Parishes and Missions in the Diocese of Regina and the Act to
Incorporate the Archiepiscopal Corporation of Regina S.S. 1912, Chapter 66 & 67, as
amended.

As a charitable organization registered with the Government of Canada, we comply with the
following:

1. The organization will be operated without purpose of gain for its members, and that any
profits or other assets of the organization will be used solely to promote its purposes.

2. In the event the organization dissolves, after it pays all its debts and liabilities, it will
distribute or dispose of its remaining property to qualified donees as described in
subsection 149.1(1) of the Income Tax Act.

3. Itis to be noted that the original purpose of the organization has not changed or been
altered since the filing of the original documentation.

ARTICLE 11

Membership for Parish Pastoral Council:
1. TIstobe 4 to 15 persons (dependent on the number of parishioners in the Parish).
2. The Pastor/Parish Priest/ Administrator/Deacon shall be a member of the Parish Pastoral
Council (PPC) and ex-officio member of all parish commuttees.
3. From the PPC elected at the Annual General Meeting, the Chairperson and Vice-
Chairperson will be determined at the first PPC meeting.
4, The past PPC Chairperson shall be a member of the PPC for a one-year term.
Other Parish Committee Chairpersons, as appointed from the 4 to 15 elected members,
may include Stewardship, Ecumenism, Social Justice, Liturgy, Deanery Pastoral Council
and other committee chair people as the needs of the Parish determine. These committees
shall meet regularly.
6. Parishioners may co-chair a committee.
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Membership for Parish Finance Council (PFC):
1. The Pastor and/or Parish Life Director/Parish Administrator/Deacon shall be a member of

the PFC.

2. Other members are to be appointed by the Pastor/Administrator in consultation with the

PPC.

The Parish Accountant/Bookkeeper shall be a member of the PFC.

4. The PFC shall consist of 3 to 5 members who are not staff of the Parish. Any staff
members who are part of the PFC shall excuse themselves from votes in matters that may
be a conflict of interest.
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ARTICLE HI

Eligibility for Membership in the PPC and PFC.
1. Tt is recommended that the individual be a practicing, confirmed Catholic.
2. That the individual understands the purpose of the PPC.
3. That while a member might be representing a particular group, each member is to be
comrnitted to the larger mission ot the Parish.
4. When possible, the individual should represent the demographics of the Parish.
5. In extenuating circumstances, members may be appointed by the Pastor/Administrator.

ARTICLE IV

Terms of Office for PPC and PFC:

1. A term of three years is recommended, with a maximum of two consecutive terms, except
in extenuating circumstances.

2. No more than one-third of the council should be replaced at one time.

ARTICLE V

Annual Meetings, Elections and Appointments
Section 1: Parish Pastoral Council
1. An Annual Meeting of the parish shall be called at the decision of the PPC, prior to June
1st of each year, for the purpose of:
a) Reporting the activities of the Parish Pastoral Council and its committees during the
past fiscal year.
b) Providing to the parishioners an annual Financial Report, as well as provide an
opportunity for discussion.
¢) Electing the members of Parish Pastoral Council.
d) Electing the Parish Finance Chairperson (this position may be appointed by the
Pastor).
Section 2: Nominating Committee for Parish Pastoral Council
1. One month prior to the annual meeting, the nominating committee shall submit a slate of
names to fill vacancies on the PPC.
2. The nominating committee should have a minimum of three (3) members.
3. Call for nominations from the general assembly. Prior to accepting the nomination, obtain
the permission of the individual nominated.
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6.

2.

Voting for PPC should occur by secret ballot.

Candidates shall be elected by a majority. The Chair of the nominating committee shall
cast the deciding ballot to break a tie.

Two scrutineers, who are not related, should be appointed for elections.

Section 3: Appointment of Parish Finance Council
1.

Chairperson of Parish Finance Council shall be determined through consultation between
PPC Chairperson and Pastor/Parish Priest (if not elected at the Annual Meeting).
Three to five other parishioners as committee members.

e

ARTICLE VI

Meetings
Section 1: Meetings of Parish Pastoral Council
I.
2.
3.

A minimum of six meetings are to be held annually.

May be called by the Pastor.

Will follow an agenda previously circulated and developed by the Pastor, PPC
Chairperson and one other PPC member.

Managed by the Chairperson.

Strive to achieve consensus.

In the event of substantial disagreement between members of the PPC, the majority from
the members present shall be the decision of the PPC.

In the event of a substantial disagreement between the Pastor and the PPC, an appeal may
be made to the Archbishop or his designate.

All meetings shall be open to all parishioners. Parishioners, who are not PPC members
with permission of the PPC Chairperson, may speak briefly at the PPC Meeting. Prior to
a PPC meeting, parishioners may request, in writing, time to address the PPC. The PPC
Chairperson and Pastor will determine if permission to speak is granted.

Section 2: Meetings of Parish Finance Council
1.
2.
3.

May be held once a month except July and August or as the need arises.

May be called by the PPC Chairperson or Pastor.

In the event of a substantial disagreement between members, a majority from the members
present shall be decreed to bethe decision of the PFC.

In the event of a substantial disagreement between the Pastor and the PFC, an appeal may
be made to the Archbishop or his designate.

Should prepare quarterly reports and must prepare an annual report for parishioners.
Establish a Building and Grounds committee.

Arrange for payroll, receipt of donations, accounts payable, reconciliation of bank -
statements, completion of Annual Financial Report to the Archdiocese of Regina and a
submission of the annual charity return to Revenue Canada.

Monitor maintenance of parish buildings, cemeteries and other related buildings and
properties in collaboration with the Buildings and Grounds committee.

Our Lady of Peace Parish Pastoral and Parish Finance Council Constitution September 2025



Section 3: Special Meetings of PPC and PFC

1. May be called by either the PPC or PFC Chairperson with a three (3) day notice to each
mermmber, stating the date, time and purpose of the meeting. The Pastor/Administrator
must be notified in advance of the special meeting.

2. May be called upon the written request of at least three (3) members of the PPC or PFC,
stating the date, time and purpose of the meeting.

3. May be called by the Pastor/Administrator, with sufficient notice.

4. Only matters pertaining to the stated purpose of the meeting may be discussed and acted
upon.

Section 4: Special General Meeting
1. The Chairperson of the PPC shall call a general meeting of the parish:
a) Upon receipt of a written request signed by at least 25 members of the parish.
b) When requested by the majority of the PPC.
¢) Upon the approval of the pastor

ARTICLE VI

Vacancies

1. Any member of the PPC or PFC who absents themselves from three (3) consecutive
meetings without a valid reason or notification, given to the either the PPC or PFC
Chairperson, shall be deemed to have resigned and shall be so notified.

2. A vacancy in the office of a PPC or PFC Chairperson, shall be filled by the Vice-
Chairperson, who shall complete the unexpired term of the incumbent.

3. A vacancy in the office of Vice-Chairperson or any other PPC or PFC member shall be
filled by an appointee as named by the pastor. The term of such member will expire at the
next annual meeting.

ARTICLE VIII

Access to Records
1. Members of the PFC and PPC shall have access to all records necessary for the
completion of their duties.
2. All members of PPC or PFC who have access to parish records or parish financial records
shall sign an agreement of confidentiality.

ARTICLE IX

Signing Authority
1. Signing officers shall be by two persons, one of whom is to be the Pastor and the other
either the PFC Chairperson or designate, for properly approved disbursements.
2. A third signing officer may be added to ensure the smooth flow of financial payments.
3. No bank accounts in the name of the parish may be set up by any Parish Council
Committee or subcommittee without the express permission of the Pastor. The request
and permission for additional bank accounts shall be in writing.
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ARTICLE X

Amending the Constitution
1. Upon notification of the Archbishop or his designate, the constitution may be amended by
a two-thirds majority at the Annual General Meeting.
2. Two weeks’ notice shall be provided to parishioners prior to the Annual General Meeting
regarding a change to the constitution.
The constitution should be made easily accessible to all parishioners.
4. The constitution shall be forwarded to the Chancery Office of the Archdiocese of Regina
for approval.

had

The workings of the Parish Pastoral Council and the Parish Financial Council adhere to
and follow the Guidelines for the Parish Pastoral Council and the Parish Finance Council
as decreed by the Archdiocese of Regina, September 2021, as well as Archdiocesan
Financial, Building and Cemetery Regulations
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