
  

 

 

Ask, Father James: 

 What is the Origin of  Giving Money as Offering during 
Worship?  

 
  

 
In the Bible Cain and Abel were the first to offer the direct fruits of their own labour 

(Gen 4) and for a long period after them, offering of first-fruits of one's labour, either 

animal or farm produce was the acceptable offering to God during worship. Then, right 

after the peoples' arrival to the Promised Land, the use of currency as offertory to God 

became introduced into the worship of YHWH. The text says; When the Lord God has 

blessed you, when the time comes for ritual sacrifice, sell your produce take the money 

with them to 'the place where YHWH’s name will dwell... (Deut 14:24-26). This tradition 

carries on till today. We are compensated for our work by money and when we give a 

portion of that money to support the work of God we acknowledging God's blessing 

with thanksgiving. 

This practice of offering currency during temple worship carried on during Jesus' 

time.  "And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, and He 

saw also a certain poor widow putting in two mites (Luke 21:1-2). St. Paul would later 

give an exhortation to the early Christians in Rome to place all that they have and are in 

God’s hands; He says: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies 

of God, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God; this is your 

spiritual, true and proper worship” (Rom 12:1 NRSV). The use of “body” in this context 

has a comprehensive meaning re-echoing Jesus' Great Commandments to love and 

worship God with one's heart and soul and mind and all of one's strength (Luke 10:27). 

To love God with one's time, talents and resources is to be understood as offering to 

YHWH our time and fruits of our labour ritually as sacrifices to God.  

Jesus says; "freely you have received and freely you should give" (Matthew 10:5-8). We 

are created by God to be givers  -  Our top priority in giving should be first to God;  

giving of ourselves to God out of a sense of gratitude to advance God’s Kingdom. When 

we put our envelop in the basket, it is accompanied by offertory hymns and prayers that 

the offering will be received and used for the spreading of God's kingdom.  Our offertory 

monies are used for carrying on the on-going mission of the church/parish. We give to 

the church for this work; as St. James said; 'Faith without works is dead' (James 2:14-

26).  

 
 

Please email your Faith Questions to Father James at: frjowolagba@gmail.com 
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