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Pastor’s Report - Father James
Dear Parishioners;
It gives me great joy to present my stewardship report to you on this occasion of our Annual
General Meeting. First, I like to ask you to pray for the 28 kids who will be receiving their First
Holy Communion and Confirmation on 23 June when the Archbishop visits our parish. Our
relationship with the schools is growing strong especially that the young people are the future of
our parish and our community.
Second, I thank you all for bearing with the great inconveniences that the renovations to our
parish facilities have caused. We are composite beings, meaning our bodies and souls have to
be taken care of. Thus, to enhance and balance the spiritual and social life of the parish, with a
new dedicated church space with pews and kneelers and a new sanctuary, our souls would be
taken care of spiritually through our truly Catholic spirituality and with a newly created hall and a
brand new kitchen and other facilities upgraded, we hope to build our social life. Our goal is to
model our community after the early Christian community in Acts 9:31 and our parish doors
would be more opened to accommodating more people, visitors and newcomers and the parish
would be a community center for all parishioners and friends.
The total project is estimated to cost about $1.3M. We have $1.2M at hand. We look to borrowing
$100,000 from the Archdiocese to cover for the new bathrooms ($50,000), the ultra-modern
electronic sign post, Wi-Fi-connectivity, sound system and the new PST charges that would be
accrued. We would amortize this loan for easy repayment and our donations to the Memorial
fund will also help our repayment plan.
I like to thank all parishioners and special thanks too to the parish staff, all councils and
committees’ and social group members in our parish for your cooperation through these
construction period. Ordinarily, a construction site is expected to be vacated but we have
cooperated and obeyed all the instructions of Stantec and PCL. We thank everyone for their
understanding and accommodation. We thank the contractors too for their understanding.
In conclusion, I thank you all for your active participation in the life of the parish. Your faithful
commitment and loving support of the parish life and ministry is commendable. Our parish offers
many opportunities to witness to Christ through participation in parish events and liturgical life
and activities. I encourage parishioners and newcomers to register and join any of our parish's
association to enhance their personal and the parish’s social, spiritual and liturgical life. I pray in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ who is risen to die no more, for Peace and blessings for you
and your families through the intercession of Our Lady of Peace.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Fr. James Owolagba
Pastor
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Chairperson

-

Brian Martens

“What’s the old saying . . . A rolling stone gathers no moss? Indeed, many rolling stones in and
around our parish this past year. For starters, Fr. Peter, a.k.a. Fr. Enthusiasm, accepted a new
posting in Texas. Our newly appointed Bishop at the time, Archbishop Don Bolen, graciously
posted Fr. James Owologba to Our Lady of Peace. Fr. James’ presence and spiritual guidance
have been greatly appreciated from the moment he entered through our doors.
Also, our Building Addition Project was approved this past year. Construction is in full swing as
we speak. Tremendous thanks go out to Dennis and his team on the Building Addition
Committee. We are all excited about our upgraded facility and the opportunities that a separate
Hall and Worship Space will afford us.
A huge thank-you also goes out to all those who continue to contribute to our parish ministries
and fund-raising events. There’s another old saying about it taking a village to raise a
child. Well, it truly takes our community to raise our new parish. So many contribute, from CWL
to our perogy makers, from Pastoral Care to our Youth programs, from K of C to HighWay 47
musical. Far too many for me to mention here in this limited space. Please know that we
acknowledge and respect all your contributions.
I look forward to completing my 3-year term as Pastoral Council chair this year. It continues to be
a pleasure and honour to serve this faith community. If you have any concerns at all about our
parish operations or programs, please feel free to approach me directly or via e-mail at
bmartens@netresults.ca
All the best,
Brian Martens”

Secretary - Jackie Bahan
Another year has gone by very quickly and it was an exciting one as renovation plans were
finalized and construction began! I’m looking very forward to seeing it all finished. The Parish
and Finance Councils continue to work very hard to serve this parish and community in the best
ways possible so that both may continue to grow and flourish.
Wishing everyone a renewed sense of faith, hope and joy that comes with the spring season!


Finance - Dennis Gibbs
See reports on page 16 -20
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Building Addition - Dennis Gibbs
Last year at the AGM, we the building committee submitted a "Business-Case" for the expansion
and renovation of Our Lady of Peace to include a Separate-Spiritual Worship-Area with an
Operative-Dividing wall to our adjacent renovated hall. Since then, rather than having additional
phases to complete this project and avoid going thru this turmoil again, we have increased the
scope to include: a run-off room for additional seating in the hall, a brand-new Kitchen, a new
Multi-purpose & Children's liturgy room, upgraded easy-access washrooms, new Air-conditioning
& Sound-system, new Digital-Sign & enhanced exterior-entrance with a large inviting Cross.
OLOP's new Spiritual-Centre is now definitely coming together.....most of the Budget details have
been worked out (with the exception of the Sound-system and the Digital sign installation); work
continues on the new addition portion (steel work completed and enclosed), demolition of the old
kitchen-area now mostly completed, and the renovations to our new Worship-area well underway
(old sanctuary removed and new Altar area platform completed). Our building project appears to
be on schedule with completion dates as follows: new Chapel with operative/moveable wall
completed by May long-weekend; Pews to be here, from church in Prelate, by end of May (with
pew-modifications completed in time for our Bishop's visit and OLOP's Confirmation June 23rd);
washrooms/offices completed by end of May (we will be using the Archdiocese washrooms from
April 18th - May 30th during the week days and portables during the weekend)...sorry!; newkitchen, hall and multi-purpose rooms to be completed by the end of July.
Although our final budget has not yet been determined we are confident that it will be under the
planned-budget figure of $1.4m which was approved by the Archdiocese for phase 1 and phase 2
(now being combined and completed as Phase 1+), with only a small amount ($100k-$200k)
being borrowed from the Archdiocese.
This new completed "Our Lady of Peace Spiritual-Centre" should be the focal-point for our
spiritual well-being and our Christian-family lives to be enjoyed for generations by the entire
community of North-East Regina. With the patience, help and prayers of our dedicated, generous
parishioners this Our Lady of Peace Parish will continue to grow, not only in the number of
parishioners, but also in diversity, vitality, and spirituality! Our emphases must be on our
welcoming of All, our Youth and the Family! God Bless OLOP.
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Liturgy - Joanne Zuck
I would like to thank Anita Rieger for her help in doing the schedules for Saturday and Sunday
masses. I would like to thank Irene Haynes for her help in doing the environment changes in the
church, especially through our renovation. I would also like to thank Stacey and Fr. Peter and Fr.
James for all their help and guidance as I am new to this position.
Rosary said before mass in the month of October. Thanksgiving Day mass was scheduled for
9:00 am.
A Liturgy workshop was scheduled October 28, 2016. FR. Ron Andres was the speaker. The
workshop went well.
November 1, All Saints Day Mass time 7:00 pm, All Souls Day Mass time 7:00 pm. Families in
the parish who have lost a loved one this year lit a tealight candle at this mass. Great turnout
and a beautiful service.
November 21 was the parish Patroness Feast Day. Great turnout.
Plans were made for the upcoming advent season and plans were made for a Marion Evening.
Marion Evening was December 8th, 2016 at 7:00 pm The Joyful Mysteries were read and Songs
were sung. We watched a video and had refreshments after. It was a beautiful service.
December 21st was the Reconciliation Mass at 7:00 pm. Saturday December 24 two masses
were scheduled: 7:00 pm children’s mass and 9:00 pm mass. Sunday December 25th one mass
was scheduled for 10:30 am. December 30th Holy Family mass was 9:00 am.
New Year’s eve Mass was scheduled for 5:00 pm and New Years Day mass was scheduled for
9:00 and 10:30 am mass times.
The Rosary is being said before all the Saturday and Sunday masses.
Holy week was being planned and was scheduled separate from the regular scheduled masses.
Schedules were put out for people to sign up for these masses. Holy Thursday April 13, 2017.
Good Friday April 14, 2017. Easter Vigil April 15, 2017. Easter Sunday April 16, 2017 Mass
times 9:00 am and 10:30 am. Holy Week went great. Thank you to all who signed up to serve at
these masses.
I am still looking for more people to community lead and read at the Saturday 5:00 pm mass and
the Sunday 9:00 am mass. If you are interested call the church office or myself JoAnne Zuck at
569-9189. Cell 580-0223.
Respectfully Yours
JoAnne Zuck.
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Education & Ministry - Stacey Grunert
Music ministry
Music ministry continues to work to expand and improve. We have five in-parish groups as well
as St. Gregory School and three groups from other parishes that join us once a month. In 2016
we added a drum set that is being used by many of the groups.
We are increasing the repertoire of music but still enjoy singing the old standards.
We welcome any musicians to join our ministry.

Education
Vacation Bible School took place in July. There were 32 children in attendance. The program was
a great success and the children enjoyed the week.
Walking Towards Eternity series took place for parents of RCIC during classes for the children.
This was run by Brenda Dupmeier.
2016 Sacraments






Baptism - 12
First Eucharist - 27
Confirmation - 32
First Reconciliation - 12
Marriage - 1
Deaths – 12

I would like to thank everyone who assisted with Sacrament preparation this year.
Ministry
Father Peter and I attended pastoral visits at St. Gregory and St. Michael Schools.
I assisted St. Gregory and St. Michael schools in planning and preparation for their school
liturgies.
Attended liturgies at O’Neill High School.
I presided at Lay services while Father was away.
I attended workshops on the new religion curriculum and youth.
Organized an altar server workshop.
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Membership - Doris Frei
As of April 18, 2017, we have a Family Count of 494 parishioners and a Total Member Count of
1,011 parishioners. The total number of envelope users is 192 and the number of people using
automatic withdrawals is 8.
Changes to our Membership listing is submitted to the diocese to report new parishioners,
changes of addresses, name changes and deaths. I no longer mail out information packages to
new parishioners as they now receive a package from the Stewardship Committee and I insert a
welcome letter and an invitation to pick up a free copy of the 100 Year Archdiocesan Book.
I am looking forward to the completion of the renovations and hope and pray that our new parish
will bring many new parishioners and perhaps encourage some former members to return.
Blessings to all and wishes for a wonderful summer.

Youth - Jodi Wilton, Twylla West
It was another great year for the youth of our parish. We have had a great deal of communication
with St. Gregory and St. Michael schools and have been so fortunate to have their students
assist with many parish events including the awesome Highway 47 musical!
We have had the opportunity to provide youth activities such as fish ponds at the October family
dance and the February Bazaar. Christmas featured our annual Mega Merry Christmas Party,
and we also proudly provided over 25 shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child.
With the ongoing church construction we have put youth activities on hold for the next little while.
Instead of the annual Easter Egg hunt we provided the children with a Kinder chocolate Egg after
the 10:30 am mass.
We had 7 youth out to help with our night of leading Stations of the Cross, ages from 2-9, and
they did a fabulous job. Thank you to all who have encouraged all our youth who begin those first
steps in serving our Parish, be it helping at the info table, altar serving, or even reading.
This July there will be another children's Bible Camp - Mary Leads Me closer to Jesus - Cat Chat
which will be put on by Stacy and Twylla and myself. Special thank you to all the parents who
bring their children out, and all the helpers who make the events possible. Having Stacy as part
of our team has made a really big difference in terms of outreach in the schools!

8

Pastoral Care - Irene Grad
We are fortunate to have some very dedicated and willing ladies who faithfully go to visit and
bring Holy Communion to shut-ins in the community. Before Christmas and Easter Father
accompanies the volunteers and he administers Anointing of the Sick to the shut-ins. Many
thanks to Father James who continues with this after Father Peter left. Great appreciation and
thanks also go to Maxine Litzenberger, Nina Macknak and Jo-Anne Zuck. At Christmas time,
cards and cookies are brought to these shut-ins.
One a month Father visits Regina Lutheran Home to celebrate mass for residents who so
appreciate being able to participate and receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholics join in the
celebration and receive a blessing from Father. Also twice a year Father administers Anointing of
the Sick for residents at the home. Thank you Father for all you do for them as it is greatly
appreciated by staff and residents. Many thanks going out to our volunteers, Sadie Zerr, Tillie
Tourney, Agnes Joo and Margaret Ponczak for their help.
Whenever being made aware of someone from the parish in the hospital, cards, visits and prayer
shawls are brought to them, thanks to our seniors for the shawls.
Mass at the Lutheran Home and visiting, bringing communion to shut-ins continues throughout
the summer months.
Thanks to Father James and all the volunteers who help us with this.
Wishing everyone a safe and blessed summer.
Submitted by I. Grad

Deanery - JoAnne Zuck
At our first meeting in August, we had to make a decision on the upcoming fall event. There were
some scheduling problems, and Fr. Max Oliva could not commit to our event. He may be able to
come in the fall of 2017. It was then planned that we have some of our local presenters do a
workshop in the fall instead of Fr. Max. The appeal grant was revised and approved. Brett
Salkeld and Eric Gurash would speak at the fall workshop. The workshop was scheduled for Oct
15th, 2016 at Holy Trinity. This workshop had to be cancelled due to low enrollment and to many
other events going on in the diocese.
The Pastoral Deanery council has two Deanery’s; Father Ed (Regina east Deanery) and Father
J.B. ( Regina West Deanery).
Elections for Chair, Vice chair and Treasurer are to take place.
In the months of November, December and January more plans we being made on the spring
conference on Bereavement March 31 and April 1st, 2017. Kelly Walker was the speaker.
Registration is $25.00 per person including lunch. Holy Trinity would host this event. All the plans
were set. We had to cancel the conference because some of the information this
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speaker would talk about went against Church teachings. We did not do proper research on this
speaker. Lesson learned.
April, May and June’s meetings are to continue to make plans for our fall Mission.
Fr. Eugene O'Reilly is booked for this mission and Holy Cross will be hosting. More information
is to come later.
Respectfully Yours
JoAnne Zuck.

Stewardship – Anita Rieger
Giving/Caring our time, talents and treasures
Caring! Giving! Exciting! Busy! Are all adjectives of this group. Huge thanks to ....Ken & Betty
Sparrowhawk, John & Netty Nistor, Jackie Bahan, Doreen Wihlidal, and Brenda Theriault....what
a treasure/pleasure it is to work with you....YOU are the BEST.
Because of the present need, fund raising has taken much of our energies even with the
construction/build in progress.... having a Paint Nite, and our Annual Huge Garage Sale
happening May 25, 26, & 27th. Working at Fantasyland Bingo Hall is now our most recent
undertaking....volunteers are most encouraged to the lighten a load of a few.
Another new “happening” is the monthly “Rendezvous” with music from our Musical groups of our
parish. This is happening the 2nd Sunday afternoon of each month. Easy listening, easy
participation. Thanks to Stacy for organizing the groups.
A Donation/Memorial Fund has been opened and many of you have donated to this fund. We will
soon display a board for this purpose. It will be ongoing for a while ... so still an opportunity to
donate.
A teen Consignment/buy sale for October, a family event for end of October, and a Trade show in
November are fall events you won’t want to miss.
Perogies.... will be available at the end of August. Thanks to all those who work so hard to make
them available.
Special thanks to the staff at St. Gregory, St. Michael & Mother Theresa Middle Schools for their
cooperation in communicating these events as we send/bring the information for distribution to
the families attending these schools. Parish mail outs are also prepared and sent or delivered in
our daily walks/runs to many families in our area.
This is definitely an exciting committee and I sincerely want to thank Fr. James, our Secretaries,
Melissa, and now Ebere for their cooperation in our many projects and the many parishioners
who are so willing to help, offer and graciously step-in to accept responsibilities ....” Many hands
make a load light”. You certainly have made our load lighter. May God Bless you abundantly.
We anticipate an exciting rest of 2017 – God-willing, 2018 will bring even more new events...
watch & listen for them.
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Thank you to all members of Pastoral & Finance Councils…..We have moved mole hills but
challenging mountains are yet to come. But as a PROUD TEAM, we will do it. We are the hands
of Christ today. We are the feet of Christ today. We are the voice of Christ today. We are the
heart of Christ today. Enjoy your summer...... let your dreams & imaginations spur new plans for
Our Lady of Peace.
STEWARDSHIP –
Jesus started it. It is rooted in the Bible.
Stewardship is not a program;
it is a way of life. Stewardship is about being a Christian
disciple – to respond to Christ’s call, follow Jesus, and
shape your life in imitation of Christ’s.

Annual Appeal – Antonette Rothecker
Early part of this year the Appeal Office sent out their first mail out. This was to get to some of the
people who are not away for the summer months. This small amount of collections is a cushion
for the remainder of the big amount required.
The program starts in September by having a supper and speakers . The monies collected is for
programs that the parishes wish to have and need funding to assist all in keeping our faith strong.
The Appeal goal for 2016 was $1,400,000.00 for all of the Diocese. We made $16,744.00, our
goal for Our Lady of Peace was $23,747.00. We decreased our donations from last year to this
year by $1,705.00. We made 71% of our goal for 2016. I hope with the grace of God this will
increase again in 2017.
Let us all make an effort and make it happen.
God Bless you all and have a tremendous summer.

Seniors - Betty Sparrowhawk
Our Senior Group programs began in the month of September/2016. On the agenda-Cards,
Knitting & Crocheting, Programs & Entertainment, Exercise classes-20, 20, 20, Gold, Stretch &
Relaxation, Forever In Motion.
Other activities included-craft & bake sale & a raffle in November-monies earned will be used
towards the purchase a Baptismal Font. Senior Christmas party. Knitting Group present prayer
shawls/blankets (which are blessed) to anyone who needs a healing prayer/hug, also Knitted
hats were presented to Neo-Natal. Information was placed in the Uplander newsletter-an
invitation to all seniors in the area. A wind up party will be held in May.
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Thank you to: Secretary-Maxine Litzenberger, Treasurer: Anita Rieger, Programs &
Entertainment: Vacant, Cards: Art Judson, Knitting & Crocheting: Donalda Exner, Forever In
Motion: Rosemarie Koch, Exercise Instructor: Naomi Hunter.
Respectfully Submitted
Betty Sparrowhawk

Knights of Columbus – Bob Rothecker
Knights held a Program Spiritual Enrichment held in Moose Jaw 2016.
April 9, 2016 Knights worked Bingo at Santa Maria Nursing Home.
May 1st 2016, there was a 2nd & 3rd Degree held at Holy Trinity. Brian Martins received his
Degrees that date.
The Knights held a Fundraiser at Our Lady of Peace April 21st 2016. Free Spirit had a
Sing- a- Long, thanks Pat Mulvay.
June 5th,2016 the Knights held a Perogy & Sausage Supper.
September Football Tickets were handed out had to returned by November 2016.
Charity Appeal tickets were handed out as well had to be sold by January 2017.
The Knights also put on a First Degree October 9th 2016 at Our Lady of Peace.
The Knights put on a Membership Drive at the Church November 22nd, 2016.
The Knights took a Christmas Break, next meeting was in January 23rd 2017.
The Monies made from the Foot Pool the Knights donated $2700.00 to our Lady of Peace to help
our Parish grow.

Parish School Liaison – Antonette Rothecker
Parish Liaison to St Gregory, St. Michaels & Mother Theresa Middle School.
Monthly CSCC meetings are attended at each school. The meetings are to keep the Parish & the
schools abreast all activities in school academics and spiritual teachings.
St Gregory has close to 300 students, St Michaels have 166 students and Mother Theresa has
63 students. All three schools have vibrant programs, keeping all students scholastically inclined
and active. All the students want to have the best education but these attributes are earned by
hard work and good attendance. They are still using the Mathletics Program and everyone is
enjoying this way to teaching.
The School Board has implemented a program where the teachers and parents are involved with
the activities the students are in. This a new program, and the teachers hope this will be
academically positive.
The CWL have given to each of the three Catholic schools in the area $200.00 for the Angel
Fund and also sponsor a child from each school to attend Camp Monahan in the summer
months.
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The Knights of Columbus donated 2 large boxes of winter jackets to St Gregory and St Michaels
schools. The Knights will also be sponsoring children to go to Camp Monahan.
We can only hope all parents take an interest in their children's learning year and take interest in
the curriculum of the schools teaching plus the spiritual aspect of the teachings of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
All schools are busy winding down for year end. Let's wish all well and hope the students take
with them great knowledge learned throughout the year. We wish all a good safe summer
vacation.
I want to give each teacher extreme amount of kudos for all they do with the children in the
schools. They are not only teachers they are mentors, care givers and much more.
Respectfully Submitted by
Antonette Rothecker, Parish Liaison

Parish Volunteer Screening – Donalda Exner
The goal of the Protocol Committee in our Parish is to have all records up to date and complete. I
am asking all volunteers for their co-operation.
The purpose of Responsible Ministry Protocol:
-To respond to and protect the vulnerable members of our parishes and to protect the financial
assets entrusted to us by our parishes.
- To respond to the requirements of the insurance carriers of the Western Canadian (Arch)
dioceses.
There are two categories for Responsible Ministry Protocol:
- HIGH SECURITY: ANYONE WHO IS DEALING WITH CHILDREN, SENIORS OR MONEY. If
you are in this category such as Children’s Liturgy, Sacramental Preparation, Youth Club, visiting
the shut-ins, money counters, and bingo workers, those dealing with cash at other parish
functions such as the bazaar, garage sale, bartending for functions etc., and those that have a
key to the church, you MUST get a Criminal Records Check from the Regina City Police (inform
them that you are a volunteer for Our Lady of Peace Parish) at no cost to you as well as filling out
the three page General Information Sheet (which you can pick up from the parish secretary or
myself).
- GENERAL SECURITY: Those volunteers that are Extraordinary Ministers, Readers, Lectors,
Greeters, Gift Bearers, Choir Members etc. These volunteers must fill out the General
Information Sheet which you can pick up from the Parish Secretary or me.
A heartful thank you to all the volunteers who give so much of themselves. I really do think
there’s a special place in Heaven set aside for volunteers.
Respectively submitted:
Donalda Exner
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CWL (Catholic Women’s League) - Irene Haynes
One of the 8 objectives of the CWL is to enhance the role women in the Church and society.
One of our focuses during the past year has been our support for palliative care. We will join our
sister members at St. Peters Parish on May 4 this year to pray for care for the dying in order to
counteract new federal legislation allowing euthanasia in Canada.
Last year at this time, we participated in the Regina Diocesan Convention held at Holy Child
Parish here in Regina. This year some of our ladies will travel to Shaunavon to join our members
there for the 2017 convention.
Since May 2016, we served lunch at 10 funerals. 3 of them our own members:
- May 7 – Betty Raboud
- June 5 – Liotina Hawks
- July 25 – Marie Burkhart
Since our renovations have begun we have made arrangements with St Peters CWL to cater our
parish funerals out of St Peter’s kitchen since our funerals are being held at St Peters Church.
We would like to extend an invitation to all members of our Parish to join our teams to provide
this service to our parishioners. We thank all of the ladies who have served on these committees
and continue to serve.
Our long time President Antonette Rothecker has finally been able to turn over that job to Kim
Colehouse. We join to thank-you Antonette for your many years of dedicated service. And
thank-you to Kim for taking over the leadership.
Due to our renovations, our fundraising activities have been reduced this past year. However, we
have endeavoured to carry on with our contributions to the causes we support, in particular, the
youth of our parish. We look forward to our new and improved facilities in the coming year. You
know that we women can always get excited about having a new kitchen!
Respectfully submitted,
Irene Haynes
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Finance - Dennis Gibbs
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